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Rising Hope Mission Celebrates 15 Years
“Manifesting the
ministry that
Jesus started.”
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piritual beacon for the homeless
and needy of the Route 1 Corridor,
Rising Hope Mission Church
launched its 15th Anniversary Kickoff Celebration Sunday night in a two-hourlong swirl of Christian Rock, emotional testimonials, sacred dance and with elected officials and area pastors expressing support
and praise.
“If God could create a miracle to part the
Red Sea, he could do the same on Route 1
and did,” said Mary Baker, a long-time congregation member who saluted Rising Hope
pastor the Rev. Keary Kincannon as “one of
God’s shepherds.” His church, now in its
15th year, aids about 8,000 people yearly
with food, clothing, shelter and opportunities to worship and transform their lives.
Another founding member Chuck Denton
recalled how Kincannon began his ministry in 1995 “out of the back of his station
wagon” gathering 11 members who first
met in the community roon at Westford
Housing Complex in 1996.
Appointing Kincannon as pastor that year,
said United Methodist district superintendent the Rev. Ken Jackson, “was probably
one of the best appointments we made.”
Original member Barbara Sharif recalled
how Kincannon had written in an early flyer
that “hope is rising on the Route 1 Corridor” led her to suggest naming the church
“Rising Hope.”
“It was like the story of the mustard seed,
the way it grew,” she added. Located now
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Singing “Jesus is The Rock” with the Rev. Keary Kincannon, right, and
the Rising Hope Band are Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerry Hyland, Del.
Scott Surovell, the Rev. Tuck Bowerfind and the Rev. Ken Jackson. At left
are Thella Jacobs and Venisa McCormick.
a tenth of a mile from Route 1 on Russell
Road, the church presently meets in a threestory building with a skylight-lit chapel,
food pantry, clothes closet, dining hall,
kitchen and offices. Kincannon told the
gathering he has a vision for an even larger
church that will include the building of affordable housing.
Recalled Debra Brothman, Rising Hope
was “a bright light in a very dark tunnel of
despair,” and Robert Pailey described the
original church as “a little congregation with
a big heart with big dreams.”
Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerry Hyland
told how his visit on a freezing night with
the homeless at the church’s Hypothermia
Shelter “told me everything about Rising
Hope” which led to his realizing that
Kincannon is “a magnificent person we’re
very fortunate to have helping all of us.”
“What the state can do,” said Del. Scott
Surovell, “and what the county can do, isn’t
enough. That’s where you guys come in.”

Activities reported by the Mt. Vernon police department through July 1.

FATAL CRASH
On Wednesday, June 22 around 11:23 p.m.
police responded to a crash on Richmond
Highway. 60-year-old Robert Berry, with no
fixed address, was attempting to cross Richmond
Highway from the east side near Arlington
Drive. A 58-year-old female was traveling
northbound driving a 2010 Nissan Rogue and
struck Berry in the northbound lanes. Berry was
transported to a local hospital where he was
pronounced dead. The driver of the Nissan
remained on the scene. Crash Reconstruction
Detectives responded to investigate the crash.
Preliminary investigation indicates the victim
was not in a crosswalk, and that alcohol and
speed do not appear to be factors.

BANK ROBBERY
Police responded to the report of an armed
robbery at the Virginia Commerce Bank
located at 7901 Richmond Highway in
Alexandria shortly after 11 a.m. on Monday,
June 27. A man passed a note demanding
money, to a teller. The suspect left the bank
with an undisclosed amount of cash. There were
no injuries. The suspect was described as black,
in his mid-20s, approximately 5 feet 6 inches
tall, with close cut hair and big eyes. He was
wearing black pants and a black shirt, with
white designs on it. Anyone with information is
asked to contact Crime Solvers by phone at 1866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187”
plus a message to CRIMES/274637 or call
Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

LARCENIES
4500 block of Arendale Square. Bicycle stolen
from residence.
1600 block of Belle View Blvd. Cigarettes
stolen from business.
7800 block of Eagle Ave. Purse stolen from
residence.
7900 block of Eagle Ave. GPS stolen from
vehicle.
3900 block of El Camino Place. Work
equipment stolen from vehicle.
7900 block of Janna Lee Ave. Tires stolen from
vehicle.
7400 block of Mount Vernon Square Center.
Meat and seafood stolen from business.
1800 block of Old Richmond Highway. Tires
stolen from vehicle.
3300 block of Oriole Lane. Passport and
greencard stolen from vehicle.
7600 block of Richmond Highway. GPS and
cell phone stolen from vehicle.
7600 block of Richmond Highway. Bicycle
stolen from business.
7700 block of Richmond Highway. DVD
player stolen from business.
7900 block of Richmond Highway. Mountain
bike stolen from business.
8600 block of Richmond Highway. Liquor
stolen from business.

“You do the heavy lifting for us,” said St.
Luke’s rector and supporter the Rev. Tuck
Bowerfind, “the day-to-day forming of community with the least, the lonely and the
left out.”
Rising Hope is a “beloved community,”
said Dr. Fred Smith, professor of Urban
Ministry at Wesley Theological Seminary. It
is “ruled by love expressed in concrete acts”
where “diversity is necessary to see the
many faces of God” and “everyone’s worth
is affirmed.”
At the conclusion of the evening’s festivities, Kincannon affirmed, “Together we are
doing our best to manifest the ministry that
Jesus started. This is a place where God’s
love is going to change lives.”
The year-long celebration of Rising
Hope’s 15th anniversary includes a “Dinner, Dance & Auction” Sept. 30 at the Mount
Vernon Country Club, an evening of Christian comedy Oct. 23 with Scott Davis and a
“Celebration Concert” in 2012.
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TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

PRESCHOOL TEACHER
Lutheran preschool in Mt. Vernon
area seeks experienced morning
pre-k teacher. Competitive salary.
Degree preferred. 703-765-8687.
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

MED BILL & CODING
Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees
Needed Now!
Pharmacies now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-877-240-4524
CTO SCHEV

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!
Dental Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ........................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Letters
From Page 8
debacle, and no reasonable provision for all
white ticket-bearing parent arrivals from
every entrance before and during the ceremony made for a very unpleasant experience. I had to do my best to not let it affect
my daughter’s proudest day.
I have nothing to personally gain by writing you. Our only child is off to Virginia Tech
next fall so we likely will not be attending
another Cliff Hardison-run graduation ceremony.
But, I don’t want to see any more parents
put through the same frustration and miss
a once-in-a-lifetime event. I urge you to
examine the leadership capability of Mr.
Hardison, and his ability to work with others and communicate with the parents. I
view this as a total failure on his part, in
which he has done irreparable damage to
his community.
Bill Laux
WPHS Pit Papa Captain ’08,’09,’10

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 .............................. Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 .................................... Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection
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