
 

 

 

Rising Hope Mission Church is in need of ongoing prayer following recent Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) raids. Numerous individuals were apprehended by ICE officers as they left our overnight 
hypothermia shelter ñ a shelter that is made possible through the combined efforts of Ventures in Community, 
New Hope Housing, and Rising Hope. The agents waited across the street from the church for the shelter residents 
to leave, then swept up a group of seven Hispanic men and lined them against a brick wall. The men were 
questioned for over two hours. Six of the seven were ultimately taken away in an 
unmarked van. At least two are known legal residents.  

The ICE raid events dealt a hard blow to the trust, the assurance of safety that 
Rising Hope has long held in the Route One Corridor community.We believe we 
can rise above this however, with tighter bonds and greater strength than ever 
before, regardless of age, race, gender, or religion. The rise has already begun. 

A prayer vigil held at Rising Hope, with the partnership of many other 
churches from the Mount Vernon Area, raised awareness of the growing issues 
involving immigration and homelessness. Hundreds of people of various faiths 
came together in a show of love and respect for all. 

Rising Hope continues to march forward, offering shelter to the homeless, 
clothing to the naked, food to the hungry, and hope to the fearful. We are here for 
every man, woman, and child walking through our doors. We ask for your 
continued support as we carry the love of Christ, a beacon of hope, to all of Godõs 
people.    
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Founding Pastor, Rev. Dr. Keary Kincannon stated, òThis is something we 

will not stand for, legally or morally.  How we treat ôthe least of theseõ is 

how we treat Him, Jesus Christ.ó   



 

 

When tragedy strikes, folks look for comfort in their God and in 

family and friends.  When Mahalia Brownõs home was consumed by 

fire in 2001, she and her family found themselves in need of love and 

support.  Her church provided the needed love and she found more 

of that and also physical support from a surprise source.  Mahalia and 

her husband and two daughters found themselves in a motel room, 

with limited cooking and storage room.  She attempted to fix meals in 

the room so her family could feel loved and comforted.  After a few 

days, the family received a box of groceries outside of their motel 

room.  Mahalia was pleasantly surprised but did not know the source 

of the groceries.  After a few weeks, a friend at her church asked if 

she had received any food items.  Mahalia then learned that her friend 

had asked Rising Hope Mission Church to add the Brown family to 

its list of òhomebound deliveriesó which it gladly did.  The deliveries 

continued weekly for the 157 days they remained at the motel. 

 Mahalia felt so blessed by this act of kindness that she immediately reciprocated by giving some of the groceries that 

remained unused to the maids/helpers at the motel.  When she and her family were resettled in their home, she knew she 

had to do more.  So she went to Rising Hope to see how she could repay the kindness that so helped her family in a time 

of crisis.  Since late 2001, Mahalia has been a faithful servant in the Rising Hope Food Pantry and in later years she has 

volunteered in the Hypothermia Shelter that Rising Hope sponsors from December 1 to March 31 every year.  

So for over 15 years, she has volunteered in the Food Pantry on Wednesdays and Thursdays, helping to register 

clients and distribute food to those in need of weekly help.  Mahaliaõs goal is to make all the clients feel welcomed and to 

feel Godõs love.  She considers it a blessing to work with the Hypothermia clients.  She wants to make them feel as if 

òthey have the best home in the worldó and to feel special.  She is on the Hypothermia òAngel Listó, being available to 

assist if there is a need that cannot be filled.  She has even walked to the Shelter when there was snow on the ground 

when the coordinator was unable to make it, so that the clients had a warm meal to eat when they arrived. 

The Food Pantry Coordinator, Melissa Lee, says that ò Ms. Mahalia is pleasant, friendly, kind, giving and loving to the 

clients.  Sheõs a joy to have around and work with.  It is a pleasure to have her as part of the Food Pantry team!ó Mahalia 

is just one of many volunteers who came to Rising Hope for needed services, then turned around and gave back the love 

that they received.  Praise the Lord! 

15 YEARS RAISING HOPES: 

MAHALIA'S STORY by Sharon Emory 
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HUNGER® FOOD DRIVE 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2017 
1. Collect and bag HEALTHY nonperishable food 

items  

2. Place by mailbox for letter carrier to deliver to a 
local food bank or pantry 


